
 

 

 

 

  

   

Update from NRS Reproductive Health  

and Childbirth Specialty Group 

February 2024/ An Gearran 2024 

William Smellie, often referred to as the ‘Father of Midwifery’, was 
born on 5th February 1697 in Lanarkshire. He authored A Treatise on 
the Theory and Practice of Midwifery (published 1752 to 1764) 

NIHR Associate Principal Investigator Scheme  

UK-wide Update  

The NIHR Associate PI Scheme team has provided an update 
on the performance of the RH&C National Specialty Group 
(Data Cut 26/01/2024) as an interactive Infogram at this link.  

If access is blocked in your Health Board, please see PDF format here, where you can view the data but 
without the interactive elements.  

Please note, if you missed the API Educational Event on 30th November 2023, in page eight of the report there 
is a link to a recording of this event, to view click here. 

Scotland Update 

Since our last update, November 2023 newsletter, the number of studies registered to the Associate PI 
scheme and number of applications in Scotland has increased.  

In Scotland there are currently 6 RH&C Managed studies registered to the API Scheme which have Trainees 
On-Tenure or Completed the Scheme: LOCI, POISE, ESPriT2, REGAL, ROTATE and STOPPIT-3 (Data Cut 
14/02/2024). 3 Applications Completed and 5 Tenure Active. See details here. 

In addition, studies in the Scheme managed by other Specialties include Gynaecological Cancers managed by 
Cancer: BRITROC-2, PAIRS. Neonatal Studies managed by Children: FEED-1, SurfON. Together, 6 Applications 
Completed. See details here. 

For any queries or further assistance, please feel free to reach out to the Associate PI Scheme team 
at associatepischeme@nihr.ac.uk. 

 

 

 Webinar – Maternity services: research to 
improve safety and quality of care.  

4th March, 2024 1:00pm 

This webinar will cover NIHR research that could help 
improve the safety and quality of maternity care.  

Speakers will present actionable evidence that attendees can implement in their own practice. Presentations 
will be followed by a Q&A session, giving you a unique opportunity to quiz the researchers on how you could 
act on this research, and reflect on potential barriers and facilitators. The webinar will cover: - how to deliver 
more personalised care - the 7 features of safe care in maternity units - the role of hospital boards in 
improving maternity care. Webinar Registration - Zoom 

  

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nihr.ac.uk%2Fhealth-and-care-professionals%2Fcareer-development%2Fassociate-principal-investigator-scheme.htm&data=05%7C02%7Cmaria.amezaga%40nhs.scot%7Cacdbdd9ce82641ce083a08dc12bb1388%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638405841893172079%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2f4gm5xxJyr2DnNe8VAOELfWxS2ZsoKhXIj1VeJxNaE%3D&reserved=0
https://infogram.com/reproductive-health-and-childbirth-january-2024-1h7j4dvx8xn194n?live
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/RH&C%20API%20NIHR%20_%20%20january%202024.pdf
https://associatepischeme.nihr.events/
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/reproductive-health/get-involved
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/API%20studies%20Scotland%20final_%20%20Feb%202024%20newsletter.pdf
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/API%20studies%20Scotland%20final_%20%20Feb%202024%20newsletter.pdf
mailto:associatepischeme@nihr.ac.uk
https://gmg-lgcgroup.zoom.us/webinar/register/1617059215118/WN_RaeDq5_YSP6KZvPbDc4DRw?utm_source=NIHR+mailing+list&utm_campaign=2025a8e095-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_570d86f9cb-2025a8e095-33212639&utm_source=NIHR+mailing+list&utm_campaign=a38b94e281-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_05_03_09_36_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_570d86f9cb-a38b94e281-33370635#/registration


 

                           

 

 

 

 
NIHR i4i & OLS Real World Evidence Promgramme Q&A Session  20th Feb 2024 at 10:00am 

The NIHR Invention for Innovation (i4i) Programme, in collaboration with the Office for Life Sciences (OLS) and 
the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), invites applications to the NIHR i4i & OLS Real 
World Evidence Programme (closing date 27 March).  

The NIHR i4i are hosting a Q&A session 20th Feb 2024 at 10:00am for prospective applicants including 
a brief presentation of hints and tips on developing a strong application for this Competition. 

Please register via Eventbrite to attend. 

 (abha.maheshwari@nhs.scot) or

Txaro (maria.amezaga@nhs.scot) 

UK Vaccine Innovation Fund update 

Please see update regarding the UK Vaccine Innovation Fund here. 

The upcoming Vaccine Innovation Fund is a pivotal component of the Moderna Strategic Partnership with the 
UK. Following extensive consultations and workshops with leaders across the UK health research landscape, 
the NIHR Vaccine Innovation Pathway are pleased to announce that the Vaccine Innovation Fund call is 
scheduled for the 11th of March. This fund aims to strategically address gaps in capacity and capability, 
accelerating the delivery of clinical trials of vaccines and mRNA therapeutics.  

To ensure clarity and address any inquiries regarding this new funding initiative, we are organising an 
interactive webinar during the week commencing on the 26th of February. Further details regarding the 
webinar will be circulated shortly. We encourage your active participation as we collectively strive to advance 
vaccine innovation and research capability in the UK. 

For information about the NIHR Vaccine Innovation Pathway please follow this link. 

 

Your good news stories, queries, feedback, are always welcome: 

Abha (abha.maheshwari@nhs.scot), NRS Clinical Research Lead, or 

Txaro (maria.amezaga@nhs.scot), NRS Champion Support Manager 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nihr-i4i-ols-real-world-evidence-programme-qa-session-tickets-808866099277
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/invention-for-innovation.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-life-sciences
https://www.nice.org.uk/
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/nihr-i4i-and-ols-real-world-evidence-programme/34713
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/funding/nihr-i4i-and-ols-real-world-evidence-programme/34713
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nihr-i4i-ols-real-world-evidence-programme-qa-session-tickets-808866099277
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNDBlNGQzYmItZjM0YS00N2VhLWIwYjAtMGYzYjU1ZjgyYmY5IiwidCI6Ijk2NWJhODM4LTA4ZjAtNDExNS04Yjc1LWUwODFlNjQ0NmE0NiJ9
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/reproductive-health
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/reproductive-health/study-portfolio
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/research-areas/reproductive-health/get-involved
mailto:abha.maheshwari@nhs.scot
mailto:maria.amezaga@nhs.scot
https://www.nhsresearchscotland.org.uk/uploads/tinymce/UK%20Vaccine%20Innovation%20Fund%20_%2014%2002%2024.pdf
https://www.nihr.ac.uk/partners-and-industry/industry/vaccine-innovation-pathway.htm
mailto:maria.amezaga@nhs.scot

